Joseph F. Matarese Sr.
November 11, 1922 - December 5, 2018

Joseph F. Matarese Sr. passed away surrounded by loving family on December 5th, 2018
at Samaritan Hospice in Voorhees, NJ at the age of 96. He was born at home on
November 11th, 1922 in an area known as, “Polly Cox’s Swamp” near Mt. Holly, NJ. Joe
was a long time resident of Burlington and Westampton. He graduated from Steven’s
Station Elementary School and the Trenton School of Industrial Arts. He was one of nine
children born to the late Frances and James Matarese Sr.. He was pre-deceased by
siblings Broge Matarese, Angeline Frappoli, Anthony Matarese, Mary De Flece, Josephine
Spoltore, Frank Matarese and Isadore Matarese. In 2015 Joe's loving wife Emma (Nee:
Tomasetti) Matarese passed away. He is survived by his brother James Matarese Jr. Joe
will be dearly remembered by daughter, Madelyn Kinemond and husband George and son
Joseph Jr. and wife Constance, grandchildren, Jessica Lieberum and husband Randy and
Joseph III. His great-grandchildren, Giavanna Matarese and Julia Lieberum, lovingly
referred to him as, “GGPop”.
On Veteran’s day 11/11/17, Joe’s 95th birthday, the family took him to Washington, DC to
tour the war memorials with honorflight.org. During WWII, Joe served with the Army-79th
Engineer Combat Battalion as a Master Sergeant from 1943-1945. In January 1945, he
was awarded the Military Purple Heart Medal Award for the Luzon Campaign in the
Philippine Islands as well as other commendations for his bravery and efforts.
After the war, he joined his father and brothers in a small machine shop that evolved into
United Aero Products Inc, a precision machining and fabrication company. Another
business venture in the 1950’s was Best-By products which manufactured juvenile baby
furniture. Also during this phase of his life, Joe and his brothers enjoyed sport fishing on
their boat and hunting at their farm, Matarese Hunting Acres.
In the late 50’s, Joe designed and built the home of his dreams and lived there for over
fifty years with his wife Emma, until they moved to Brandywine Living in 2013. In the early
60’s, Joe started Al-con Products Inc., which manufactured Aluminum Masonry Joint
Cover Systems. His products are in schools, banks, prisons and casinos. He held several
patents on his designs. Joe ran this company for over 45 years. In the last five years of his
life, “Tomato Joe” as he was called at Brandywine Living, continued his love for growing
his heirloom tomatoes in custom designed containers. He generously shared his

knowledge, plants and seeds with many who will carry on this tradition.
Joe frequently enjoyed outings with his son, grandson, grandson-in-law, and his brother
Jim. One of his favorites was “Tomato Pie” at De Lorenzo’s. He was an avid hunter in his
day and remained active in so many physical pursuits well into his 90’s. Never one to shy
away from a challenge, he frequently replied “I don’t have a problem with that!”
He loved this quote…“Old soldiers never die, they just fade away….” Douglas MacArthur
Relatives and friends are invited to attend Joe’s Mass of Christian Burial on Monday,
December 10, 2018 at 11:00 am at St. Paul’s RC Church, E. Union St., Burlington, NJ with
burial to follow at Laurel Hill Cemetery. Viewings will be held at Page Funeral Home, 302
E. Union St., Burlington on Sunday, from 3-5 pm and Monday from 9-1030am.
Donations may be made in Joe’s memory to Samaritan Healthcare & Hospice, 5 Eve’s
Drive, Suite 300, Marlton, NJ 08053
or St. Paul’s RC Church Renovation Fund, 223 E. Union St., Burlington, NJ 08016
or Save St. Paul’s School, 250 James Street, Burlington, NJ 08016
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to his family from www.pagefuneralhome.com
A Life Celebration Home. #lifecelebrationbypage.
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Comments

“

I was fortunate to work at Brandywine living when Joe lived there. Though I stopped
working there 2 years ago, Joe lit up Brandywine in such a wonderful way. Even
when I recently visited, we engaged in such wonderful conversation for over an hour.
He had such an incredible heart, and of course the tomatoes!! A truly amazing
individual who taught me so many life lessons while working there. Sending prayers
to his family.
-Alyssa

Alyssa - February 23 at 07:52 PM

“

Madelyn, Joe and family, I was so blessed to know your mom and dad over many
years. I was always welcomed in their home with open arms. Your dad was so
intelligent and the knowledge that he had about so many subjects was amazing. He
will be missed by so many people because he touched so many lives. The fact that
he and your mom have so many wonderful legacies that they are leaving behind is a
tribute to their faith in God and their wonderful parenting skills. May God join them
together for all eternity.
With love to the Matarese family,
Sincerely, Bill Westrol

Bill Westrol - December 28, 2018 at 01:11 PM

“

Madelyn and family, I am so sorry for your loss. I loved the visit Matt & I had with him
that one time. He was so engaging and knowledgeable. He had a great conversation
with Matt about Industrial things. Right up Matt's alley. He was so proud of his
tomatoes, told us all about them and even shared a few with us.
He will be missed by many.
With love,
Lee & Matt Bees

Lenora Bees - December 10, 2018 at 09:25 AM

“

Michael Moore lit a candle in memory of Joseph F. Matarese Sr.

Michael Moore - December 10, 2018 at 05:57 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Joseph F. Matarese Sr..

December 08, 2018 at 08:29 PM

“

I'll never forget, while working at Al-Con, all the expressions he used to use in his
own way..."There he is!, how ya doing!", "I haven't seen you since the last time!",
among many. Take care Joe, I'm sure you've already started your latest tomato
trestle design.
Martin Korpowski

Martin Korpowski - December 08, 2018 at 06:22 PM

“

Bobby, Linda, Veronica & Chris Matarese purchased the Sentiments of Serenity
Spray for the family of Joseph F. Matarese Sr..

Bobby, Linda, Veronica & Chris Matarese - December 07, 2018 at 05:49 PM

“

Thinking of you, Madelyn, and the entire Matarese family. Your dad seemed like quite
a guy - accomplished, talented and with a sense of humor and zest for life. We hope
the memories you shared help you through this sad and difficult time. xoxo Debbi
and Mike Young

Debbi Young - December 07, 2018 at 01:52 PM

“

It is with great sympathy that I write this note to Joe’s family. He was a special man
who became friends with my mom Mary Francisco at Brandwine Senior Living. He
shared with her companionship, world war ll stories, his delicious home grown
heirloom tomatoes, and his gentle personality. He helped me when the family
decided to get mom heading aides. That’s when I learned a little about his
extraordinary life. My mom will miss you Joe. RIP Geri Delissio (Mary Francisco’s
Daughter)

Geraldine Delissio - December 07, 2018 at 10:20 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joseph F. Matarese Sr..

December 07, 2018 at 09:08 AM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of Joseph F. Matarese Sr..

December 07, 2018 at 08:34 AM

“

Condolences to the Matarese family - I'm so sorry to hear of Joe's passing. I first met
Joe and Emma some years ago, mostly through Emma's volunteer work at Memorial
Hospital in Mt Holly, and my wife and I were fortunate then to be invited to their home
on a number of occasions to share Joe's gracious hospitality and Emma's wonderful

cooking. What a wonderful and sweet couple. They shared a wonderful life together,
and now they will be together again in Heaven. RIP Joe, after a life well lived.
Dr Edwin Wilson
Wellington, FL
Dr Edwin Wilson - December 07, 2018 at 08:10 AM

“

Sincere condolences in the loss of your father. My dad, Dominick Repici and your
dad we’re good friends.

Patricia Repici Tice - December 07, 2018 at 07:30 AM

“

Karen Hamlin lit a candle in memory of Joseph F. Matarese Sr.

Karen Hamlin - December 07, 2018 at 07:04 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Joseph F. Matarese Sr..

December 07, 2018 at 06:58 AM

“

Antoinette Carnivale lit a candle in memory of Joseph F. Matarese Sr.

Antoinette Carnivale - December 07, 2018 at 06:29 AM

“

Michael Moore lit a candle in memory of Joseph F. Matarese Sr.

Michael Moore - December 07, 2018 at 06:17 AM

“

Dear Joe , Family and Friends , I'm so sorry for the loss of your Dad , Grandpop and
Friend...My thoughts and prayer are with all of you at this sad and difficult time
...Hearing all of the stories ...find comfort knowing Dad lived a great life ...He is at
peace now with your Mom ....cherish the great memories he leaves behind to help
ease the pain , sadness of losing him... Until we meet again may he rest in peace
...God Bless

Joseph Garrity (West Berlin NJ) - December 06, 2018 at 10:37 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Joseph F. Matarese Sr..

December 06, 2018 at 05:51 PM

